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Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Mandatory Reporting 
Discussion Paper: Petroleum Coke.  This submission is made on behalf of the aluminium smelting industry. 
 
Aluminium smelting requires petroleum coke in the manufacture of carbon anodes which are fundamental 
to the aluminium production process.  An aluminium smelter will use approximately 0.36 to 0.4 tonne of 
petroleum coke per tonne of aluminium produced.  Annually, Australia produces approximately 1.6 million 
tonnes of aluminium.  There are four Australian aluminium smelters and they are all users of petroleum 
coke.   

This discussion paper comes at a time when each of these aluminium smelters is trying to minimise 
additional internal and external reporting requirements, in order to alleviate substantial resourcing 
pressure and ensure ongoing viability of facilities. 

The Department has noted that the relevance of petroleum coke to energy security is not as significant as 
that such as fuels like petrol or jet fuel.  As a result, the Aluminium Council does not support monthly 
reporting of petroleum coke consumption or stock levels.  The Council believes that annual reporting 
should provide the Department with the information required to provide reasonable estimates of average 
monthly stock data.    

Each aluminium smelter records consumption and inventory levels of petroleum coke, in order to calculate 
annual petroleum coke consumption, which they report in June each year, as required to comply with the 
National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 (NGER Act).  This information would be sufficient for 
the Department to make an accurate estimation of Australia’s inventory and consumption of petroleum 
coke, and would not significantly exacerbate the smelters’ reporting requirements. 

Reference should also be made to the submission Rio Tinto, Australia’s largest aluminium producer. We 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you.  If you have any questions in the interim 
please contact me using the details below. 
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