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Aluminium

“Aluminium’s superior corrosion
performance in certain applications as well
as strength to weight ratio is seeing it used
more widely across a range of transport,
marine, leisure and other applications. The
benefits for boat building are self-evident,
particularly for use in salt water, while in
the transport industry, aluminium provides
increased payloads for trucks and trailers.
BlueScope Distribution’s range in both
rolled and extruded products include
materials independently accredited by
third party accreditors include DNV, NATA,
Bureau Veritas and Lloyds.”

Australia is home to many leading marine
manufacturers ranging from fabricators of
personal water craft to manufacturers of
larger boats including defence vessels and
ferries spanning from 25 to 100 metres
plus. These companies rely on aluminium
to increase product performance, and
BlueScope Distribution has nurtured and
developed strong relationships with many
of these companies over time.

Commercial vehicle body and trailer
manufacturers also rely heavily on
aluminium for its strength and rigidity as
well as its weight saving benefits. The
arrival of COVID-19 last year led to a huge
increase in e-commerce requiring more
trucks on the road, particularly for ‘last
mile’ delivery (the final step of a product’s
journey from warehouse to customer). This
situation resulted in increased demand for
aluminium by manufacturers.

Aside from these two industries,
BlueScope Distribution also supplies
aluminium products into other sectors
including defence, construction, mining,
leisure and agriculture.

Aluminium processing capability

BlueScope Distribution is not just all about
delivering basic products, it also adds
value by offering processing services.
The company’s capabilities include plate
shaping by router cutting, slitting, custom
lengths, guillotining, drill and tap and
marking, which provides efficiencies for
customers because they receive products
that are fit for purpose, with less handling
and machining required on arrival. It also
means that customers don’t need to invest
in their own equipment and resources to
undertake this work themselves.

Other solutions include project
management capability, end to end supply
chain solutions, consignment stock as well
as innovative ways of supplying pre-cut
components as a kit. “Our kitting solutions

“We take the time to learn what clients
require so that we can offer them a complete
solution complementing product, service

and value. If a customer needs seven or eight
different aluminium products, we’re committed
to providing the full suite of products not just
the basic high volume materials™.

Benefits of aluminium include:

* Light weight
* Strength to weight benefits

* A variety of alloys and tempers
to choose from

* Strong corrosion-resistant
properties

enable us to supply customers with
finished, pre-cut compenents which they
focus on assembling into their own end
user products.” These kitting solutions
have been particularly popular with our
marine customers and are also available for
the transport, defence, mining, leisure and
agricultural industries.

Mr White said that BlueScope
Distribution also makes the effort to
learn about a customer’s business from
front to back of house which allows it to
facilitate the most appropriate aluminium
product and supply solutions.

“Having a strong industry knowledge and
a focus on listening to customer needs
are other factors in which BlueScope
Distribution is different to most,”

Mr White said.

“We take the time to learn what clients
require so that we can offer them a
complete solution complementing
product, service and value. If a customer
needs seven or eight different aluminium
products, we’re committed to providing
the full suite of products not just the basic
high volume materials.”

BlueScope Distribution is able to offer

its customers an extensive product

range comprising of 3000, 5000, 6000,
7000 series aluminium alloy variants,

each with different characteristics to

suit specific or generic applications like
corrosion-resistance, strength levels, wear

* Formable

* Non combustible

* Relatively easy to weld
*100% recyclable

* Readily available

resistance and suitability for hot and cold
treatments. A number of finishes are also
available including mill finish, mill bright,
brushed, linished or polished.

With metropolitan locations in all state
capital cities as well as nine regional
locations, BlueScope Distribution is well
placed to deliver its range of aluminium
products right across Australia.

For added peace of mind, BlueScope
Distribution’s range of aluminium products
comply with Australian Standards in
accordance with AS/NZS 1866:1997

and AS/NZS 1734:1997 , as well as other
industry specific standards like ASTM,
AAMA, and EN.

The company has also recently become

a ‘distribution member’ of the Australian
Aluminium Council, the country’s peak
association representing the aluminium
industry. BlueScope’s involvement with
the Council will enable our teams to stay
informed on the latest industry information
and trends, providing customers with
up-to-date details related to the aluminium
products they use.

For further
information visit
the Australian
Aluminium
Council Website
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